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Hempshead
Liederkrame Sockety
members will 5how
hew serioushy they
take their singing in
concerts this
wiekend a1 ihe
Radisson Plazy
Hodel, Melvilie,

By Karen Kramer

DR ALFRED SCHAEFFNER,
president of the Hempstoad
Liederkranz Inc. Singing So-
ciety, “singing is everything,”
He sang as a hﬂ}' in Gerlach-

gheim, Germany (where the entire fam-

ily were also amateur singers), and now
for 40 years in America he has been
singing with his choral group every

'|'-H"H:.

“*The Germans, they love to sing,"”
gAYE the T3 3,'1.-I'.|rh|.|-]|.:| SchaefTner. “In ev-
pry town in Germany there's a singing
pocicty. When the people went out of
Germany they wanted to do the same
thing like they did in their homeland,
o in Mew York they staried a society.”

This weekend, the Hempstond Lie-
derkranz Society will host singers fram

40 choruses, from Virginks to New Eng-
land, in & mass concert of nearly 800

A chorus of 800 is the focus
of a weekend of festivities

wodces, topped off on Sunday with an
old-country pienic complete with Ba-
varian folk-dancing.

Songlests of this sort have been going
an every three vears since 1851, but the
weekend's festival will be the first one
on Long Island, The conceri will in-
elude selestions from Mozart, Mendals-
sohn, Schubert and Hoffmann, as well
as German folk songs and Broadway
show funes.

Tanight and tomorrow, there will be
music at the REsdisson Ploza Hotel in
Melville, with concorts starting at G,
followed by a grand ball at 9 (eaturing
Heinriet, & band from Meckarsulm,
Germany, On Sunday at noon there
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will be a picnic ot Plattdeutsche Park in
Franklin are, with bratwurst, le-
berkness (baked meat loal), sauerkraut
and other German fare There will be
singers, a folk-danee troupe, and &
formance by o children's chorus (Fom
Mew Jersey. Admission to each event is
516

In German, the word “lieder™ menns
ponigs, and the word "hrum-.“ TH1E1TES
circle or society (the term ° “li
kranz"” is probably most familiar t-:-
Americans as a type of mild, ivory-ool-
ored cheese invenied in the M&d“’?ﬂt by
a German immigrant), The first Ger-
man singing society in the United
Sintes — the Mew York Liederkranz —

erman=-American
ong and Dance

weas founded around 1850, and at first
met informally in the homes of
iends, In the early years the songfests
weore competitions, but now they'
pure performance. The Hem 0=
ciety, whose members resbde moatly in
MNussau County and range in age from
55 to 83, was formed In 19049, Although
thoy consider themaelves amatours and
do it for bove, they've performed twice
at Carnegie Hall, onee in 77 and again
in '82,

The group has been rehearsing every
Wednesday night for the past year in
preparation for this weekend's perfor
mances, In addition, SchaelTrner has
been traveling to places such ns Phila-
delphio: Washington; Harper's Ferry,
Vo, and Plainfield, N.J., oversesing the
choral groups to meke sure that every-
one's in harmoeny. When the B0 sing-
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THE MUSICAL AGENDA

Here are details of the 45th natbonal “sanger-
feat," spomsored by the Hempstead Liederkranz
Smg:hg Soedoty

Concert by T0-voice Schwachischer

l."hnm: 6:30, §15. Grand ball, music by Hein-
riet, B:30. Radisson Plaza Hotel, LIE North Ser-
viee Road, Melville,

Tomorrow: Music by Heinriet, 11:30 am., free.
Mass choral concert, accompanbed by Long Ts-
land Pops Orchestra, 6:30, $15. Grand ball, mu-
sic by Heinriet, 8:30, Radisson Plaza Hatel, LIE
MNorth Service Roed, Melville.

Bunday: Maoyfest picnic, noon-5 pome, $15 in-
cludes pienic, music, dancing. Plattdeutache
| . Park Restaurant, 1132 Hcmg:l‘.-:ud Tpke.,
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erg, from places aa far & a8 Lapeas-
ter, Pa, and as close ns Islip, come to=
gether on stage this weelkend, it moast
oppear a8 il they've been singing to-
gether all their lives.

During the rest of the year, the

ad Liederkranz performs at
smaller wenues nnd summer outings,
hut the favarite time for singing seema
tax b during Fasching, the German ver-
gion of Carnival. On the Saturday be-
fore Ash Wednesday, several clubs got
together to celebrnte; costumes are
worn, singing and dancing go on all
night, and German beer fows freely.

"You should ses us at Fasching.'
says Robert Preshbrey of Valley Stream,
one of the administrators af the group.
“We really know how to have a good
time. It gnnd clean fun, oand we know
how to kevp everyihing sale also."”

Although nt';t-r_'.runu drﬁgmin ttl:e: ca-
marnderie these ra bring,
SchasfTner is mmfmbnut their “l’f
ture. “"We really don't get many people
from Germany anymore,” ays the re-.
tired home improvement contractor,
*“And the youth, they just want 0 go o
dances nnd think sbout soccer. Not just
hore, but sometimes in Germany Loo.
But s long as we are alive here, we'll
hold anta this, we'll continue to do it
It°s really & strong part of ws.™

Bab Hugel, of Queens, agress. He's
what is called the "' Vorplatiber,” or lead
dancer, for the Bavariam folk-danee
troupe known as Schlicrachtaler
Stamm (the name refers Lo its roots in
the small Bavarian town of Schlier),
Accompanied by an accordionist,
Schlierachiaber Stamm, a lively, color.
ful group based in Frunklin Square,
will be pc-r.F-u-rmmg at Plattdoutsche
Park on Sunday in full Bavarian cos-
tume: the men in black shees with
green and while socks, the leather
shorts called lederhosen, white shirta
and green vests, the women in eolorfial
skirts and aprons.

Both the singers and the dancers are
members of the Plattdeutsche Volks-
fest Werein, a Long Leland assoctation af
German-American clubs, according to
Hu.p.'F_ He and his parents are nlso in-

structors for the group. “The singers
nsked if we could kelp them with the
entertainment.'” said Hugel, who s o
Mow York City police officer by day.
“Wea dance for them at their functions,
and then thew halp us ab surs.

“Our forelathers come bere in 19238
and founded the dance group,” Hugel

gadd. originally came from Ba-
varia, the southermmost part of Ger-
many, They wantoed to continue the tra-
ditions from the old country here.”

Although both the singers and the
dancers are perfectly at bome in Amer-
can culture, the word “tradition is
never far from their lips.

“You eould say our mollo &5 “be true
o the good old traditions," ** says danc-
er Larry Coyne of Roalym Heights, a na-
tive-barn American uérn anees-
iry who studied the language and
cilttire tn hi.gh gchoal. *"The traditions

back a couple of hundred wears.

can be troced guite comically to
thi hien and the roaster who do a couert-
ing dance. Une thing led to another,
and the guys would get together in the
Alps and they'd stnrt imitating and
slapping their shorts, and these dances
developed. That's why if you come to
ong of our events, you'll see the feath-
ors and you'll see that mosl of the
dnnm are & courting dance,”

“The Bavarian-style dance is the moat
fumn. You knew we have a Germaon word
which is hard to translaie inte English.
The word is Gemilichbeit It means
chumminess, happiness, happy-go-
lucky. It's a term tie=s thee person to
the land and the blood and the culture.™

This weckend, when the Schlicench-
taler Stamm danee group joins with the
Hempstead Liedorkranz Singing Soel-
ety in & eelebration of German culture,
there promises to be s strong feeling of
— what else? — Gemdtlichker. m

Karen Kromer (2 a froe-lonce writer.



